Disability Tax Credit Guidelines
For 2001/2002 Only
***  No Receipts Required  ***
Recently Revenue Canada has devoted time to examining Celiac Disease as a possible tax claim.  There was never a firm decision on their books as to how to handle claims sometimes submitted by people with Celiac Disease.  Some people’s claims were accepted and refunds issued; some were accepted and then rejected later on and refunds had to be sent back; and some claims were just rejected immediately.  In order to standardize it for everyone, a committee in Revenue Canada was formed, pertinent facts were examined and a decision was drawn up and presented to the courts for approval.
Under conditions described in this court decision of June, 2002, people who have been diagnosed with Celiac Disease will be entitled to have the returns for the tax years 2001 and 2002 reassessed to include a claim for the Disability Tax Credit.  This decision was made to include an allowance for people who have a severe dietary restriction and take an inordinate amount of time to find, procure or purchase and prepare food that is safe for them to eat.  Of course Celiac Disease and the gluten free diet qualify us all.  Please note  -  if you have Dermatitis Herpetiformis you have Celiac Disease and must follow a gluten free diet.  You therefore also qualify for this reassessment.
The Disability Tax Credit Form  - T2201 - was at that time changed to include specific wording which included “people who have a severe dietary restriction and take an inordinate amount of time to find, procure or purchase and prepare food”.
For your interest and knowledge, Revenue Canada looks at these terms for the disability as meaning:

· “Find” refers to fact patient must read every label for food products

· “Procure” or “Purchase” means patient must shop at special food stores to obtain food not found in usual food chains.

· “Prepare” means patient is required to use caution in cooking meals and is required to separate products, utensils, pots and pans in order to prevent cross contamination.

_____________________________________________________________________
Unfortunately, in June, 2003, legislation was made to change this tax credit from a disability tax credit to a medical expense claim where receipts are now required along with a doctor’s note.  The T2201 – Disability Tax Credit Form was subsequently changed again to reflect the current legislation. 
Although this new Disability Form T2201 no longer explicitly indicates that individuals who have a severe dietary restriction are eligible for the Disability Tax Credit, the decision on the books for 2001 and 2002 CANNOT BE CHANGED.
 Therefore, individuals who are eligible for the Disability Tax Credit for one or both of these years can apply by having their doctor complete page 8 of the new Tax Form T2201 (enclosed).  

See Over  >>>>>
How to Complete

· Fill out the personal information on page 2 of the tax form enclosed.  

· Have your doctor complete page 8.  He or she should describe the nature of the dietary restriction and the effects of the impairment as they relate to the amount of time required to find, procure or purchase and prepare food that the individual can safely eat.  The doctor also needs to indicate that the impairment occurred during the 2001 and 2002 tax years by putting in the date you began following the GF diet.
· I.e.  “Patient has Celiac Disease and has been following a gluten free diet since_____. (note date diet started)  This gluten free diet must be followed for life and requires an inordinate amount of time to find, purchase and prepare food that is safe to eat”

· When this information is provided by the doctor, Revenue Canada will automatically review the individual’s eligibility for these years.  If there is any doubt about the individual’s eligibility, they will request additional information from the doctor to ensure that the individual’s claim is not denied.  People have received between $1,200 and $1,500 per tax year.  That means, if you are eligible for the 2 tax years, you could receive a refund of up to $3,000!  
· Your completed form should be sent to the Taxation Centre that processed your returns. 
· Send it with a short, concise cover letter and they will process your reassessment accordingly.

· Cover letter example:  “Please complete a reassessment of my taxes for the years 2001 and 2002 as per the attached Disability Tax Credit Certificate which I have just become aware of”.
· Do not send this guideline sheet with your claim.

· Please Note:  We recommend that if you have an accountant or a financial advisor, you should have them process this disability claim for you.  However, you will still be required to have your doctor fill out the disability form on page 8.
This is a tax law which cannot be changed and you are entitled to this claim.  I hope you will follow these guidelines and submit your reassessment.  It’s worth it!

If you or your financial advisor has questions, please don’t hesitate to call the Calgary office and speak to Karen at 237-0304.

P.S.  Should you want information on the new 2003 tax law where the incremental cost difference of groceries is now able to be claimed from receipts under the medical expense portion of the tax form, please phone me or go to our www.calgaryceliac.com website where the information is shown
